
 
 
February 2, 2010 
 
Fritz McKinley 
Director 
Building & Development Services 
City of Chico 
P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 
 
Dear Fritz, 
 
On behalf of the Chico Velo Cycling Club Board of Directors, I wish to thank Bob Greenlaw 
and Wyatt West for their presentation on the Downtown 1st and 2nd Street Couplet project at 
the Velo Board meeting on Thursday, January 28, 2010. 
 
The Velo Board is extremely impressed with the stakeholder input process and is grateful to 
be included in the discussion.  Board members are pleased with the priority given to cyclists 
during this crucial design phase and hope to have additional opportunities to provide input. 
 
Positive elements and areas of concern are highlighted below.  The Velo Board wishes to 
continue to advise on the areas of concern: 
 
Positive elements of the couplet project: 
 

• City of Chico staff giving cyclists more input/priority in planning process. 
• City of Chico staff working with Chico State University to accommodate bicyclists. 
• Painted bike lanes. 
• Some Board members generally approve the controls at the 1st/2nd/Flume 

roundabout. 
• Road diet from 2nd Street to Chico State Campus. 
• Good flow down, and treatment of, 2nd Street. 
• 2nd Street as one-way is favorable to some Board members. 
• Possible bike path along edge of Children's Park. 

 
Areas of concern: 
 

• One-way streets are generally not favorable for cyclists nor overall. 
• Intersections and circulation on a bicycle downtown may lead to traffic problems, 

circuitous trips, and longer stops. 
• Possible conflict between the bike lanes and loading/unloading beer trucks 

downtown. 
• Diagonal parking is generally not good for cyclists but the plan showing diagonal 

parking opposite the painted bike lanes is acceptable. 
• 1st Street as one-way makes it more difficult for cycl ists to leave campus traveling 

north via 1st. 
• The roundabout at 1st & 2nd Street is problematic to some Board members. 
• 1st and Salem issues need further attention. 
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The Board feels that most areas of concern can be resolved through further targeted 
discussion.  Please keep us informed of the public workshop schedule so that we can attend 
future presentations.  If there are opportunities for direct input for one of more of the Velo 
Board members on any of the issues listed above please advise. 
 
Overall, the Board applauds the complete streets approach and looks forward to further 
implementation on other downtown streets such as Main and Broadway to increase safety 
for cyclists through downtown. 
 
Thank you, again, for your inclusion of Chico Velo Cycling Club in this important planning 
process. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Katie Simmons 
Executive Director 
Chico Velo Cycling Club 
Tel: 530.343.8356 
katie@chicovelo.org 
 



















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 12, 2010 
 
 
 

 
Fritz McKinley  
Building and Development Services Director 
City of Chico 
PO Box 3420 
Chico, Ca. 95927 
 
Re:  Proposed First and Second Street Couplet Project 
 
Dear Fritz, 
 
On behalf of the Chico Certified Farmers Market, we would like to extend support for the proposed 
First and Second Street Couplet project.  We are excited about the improved safety, parking, and 
circulation elements that are proposed within the plan. We look forward to providing input and 
working with the City during the design process to make this a project beneficial to everyone 
involved. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Terry Givens 
Chico Certified Farmers Market Manager 

 
 
 
 
 












